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child labor. Employers as beneficiaries have
more reason than the schools for diverting youth
from its own purposes, as they are under the
necessity of a price system which is competi-
tive. The schools as well as industry use up
the placticity of youth; they kill off the eager-
ness of children to explore and plan, and cast it
aside for more consequential ends.

The consequential ends in America, we have
seen, have been less clearly defined than in Ger-
many. Within a year, the United States has
become conscious as a nation of place and power,
conscious that it is to play a part with the other
states of the world. In playing this part, will
it retain its role of servant of the people, or will
it assume with its new world dignity the role,
if not of master, then of leadership! If still
servant, will it serve more efficiently than it has
our dominant institution, industry? If the si-
lent partnership between business and the state
is strengthened, will not the promoters of in-
dustry be in a better position than before to
appeal through the state, through the patriot-
ism intensified by our newly acquired world
position, for a more universal and a systema-
tized adaptation of workers in industry? The
schools in their disinterested capacity, disin-